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GUN FLINTS: a bibliography,

Special Library holdings. Because we at MRS have a special interest in this
subject we have collected the following articles, some of which have not been
included in other gunflint bibliographies.

Anon. “Gunflints” Encyclopedia [Britannica?] 1807

Anon. How to Catalogue Gunflints; National Historic
Sites Service [Canada], n,d,

Anon. “The Manufacture of Gun-Flints” The Satur-
day Magazine. March 10, 1838. Reprinted with an
introduction by J. Gooding in The Ontario Arms
Collectors Association Bulletin No. 1, 1953, g.v.
Original reprinted in facsimile, Arms Collecting,
Vol. 29, No. 1 (Feb. 1991), p. 19.

Anon. Gun flints New Edinburgh Encyclopedia Phila-
delphia: Joseph & Edward Parker, pp.160-161.
1832. Plate CCLXXXIV only. (See also Karklins,
1991).

Baird, Donald. “Gunspalls and the Cock-Jaw Basin in
British Military Flintlocks.” CJAC,* Vol. 19, No.
3, pp. 80-86.

Blanchette, J-F. “Gunflints from Chicoutimi Indian
Site.” Historical Archaeology, Vol. 9, 1975, pp. 41-
54

Boccia, Lionelle G. Nove Secoli di Armi de Caccia.
Firenze: Editrice Edam, 1967, p. 130 Illustrates a
case of 96 agate “gunflints.”

Bristow-Noble, J.C. “The Flint Workers of Brandon.”
Source unknown, c.1910, pp. 150-152.

Clark, Rainbird. “Flint-Knapping Industry at Brandon,”
Antiquity March, 1935. pp. 38-56, Plates IV-VIIL.

Cook, Olive Suffolk London: Paul Elek 1948.

de Lotbiniere, Seymour. Fixing a Gunflint: Which is
the Right Way Up? CJAC, Vol. 20, No. 2, (May,
1982) pp. 35-41.

de Lotbiniere, Seymour. “The Story of the English
Gunflint; Some Theories and Queries.” JAAS.* Vol.
9, No. 1, (June 1977). pp. 18-53.

de Lotbiniere, Seymour. “Updating Skertchly” an in-
troduction to Skertchly’s On the Manufacture of
Gunflints, (g.v.) 1984.

de Lobiniere, Seymour “Gunflint Recognition.” Inter-
national Journal of Nautical Archaeology and Un-
derwater Exploration. London: Academic Press,
Vol. 13, No. 3 (1984). pp. 206-209

Dolomieu, Citizen [Deodat Guy Silvain Tancred, Gratet
de]. “Memoire Sur I’art de tailler les pierres a fusil
(silex pyromaque)” Journal des Mines, Vol. 6, year
6 (1797), pp. 693-712. “Report on the Art of Mak-

ing Gunflints (Fire Flint) 1796-7. Reprinted with
translation by Carlyle S. Smith in The Missouri Ar-
chaeologist, Vol. 22, (Dec. 1960) pp. 50-61

Edinburgh Encylopedia (illustration only) n.d. (Edi-
tions of 1801, 1813, 1830,; first American edition
1832) g.v. under Karklins.

Emy, J./Tinguy, B. de. Histoire de la pierre a fusil.
Musée de la Pierre a Fusil, 1964

Firir, André, “La capitale de la Pierre a fusil.” Gazette
des Armes, No. 15, April 1974. pp. 13-15.

Forrest, A.J. Masters of Flint. Lavenham: Terance
Dalton, 1983.

Gillet-Laumont, F.P.N [Francois Pierre Nicolas]
“Extrait D’un Mémoir du citoyen Salivet, sur la
fabrication des pierres a fusil dans les départemens
de I’Indre et de Loir-et-Cher.” Journal des Mines,
Vol. 6, year 6 (1797). pp. 71 ff. Extract from a re-
port by Citizen Salivet on the making of Gunflints
in the Departments of Indre and Loir-et Cher.” Re-
printed with translation by Carlyle S. Smith in The
Missouri Archaeologist, Vol. 22, (Dec. 1960) pp.
62-69.

Green, Barbara. Grimes Graves, London: Dept. of the
Environment, 1984.

Gooding, S. James. (Introduction to) “The Manufac-
ture of Gun-Flints” The Saturday Magazine. March
10, 1838. Reprinted with an introduction in The
Ontario Arms Collectors Association Bulletin No.
1, 1953 and later in The Missouri Archaeologist,
Vol. 22, (Dec. 1960) pp. 70-72. Reprinted, Indian
Trade Guns, Union City: Pioneer Press, 1982, pp.
183-187.

Hamilton, T.M. “Gunflints” Tunica Treasure Vol. 71,
1979, 210-211.

Hamilton, T.M. and Fry, B.W. A Survey of Louisbourg
Gunflints. Unpublished MS n.d.

Hamilton, T.M. and Emery, K.O. Eighteenth-Century
Gunflints from Fort Michilimackinac and other Co-
lonial Sites. Mackinac Island: Mackinac Island
State Park Commission. 1988

Harding, David F. “Flints, percussion caps, and mis-
fire rates.” Small Arms of the East India Company,
1600-1856 London: Foresight, 1997 Vol. II1, Chapt.

23, pp 191ff
Haw, S.B. “Cursons’s Gun Flints.” London Arms Fair



Guide, Spring, 1983 pp.30-31. (Discusses a gun
flint price list for 1865).

Karklins, Karlis. The Gunflint Industry at Brandon.
CJAC, Vol. 22, No. 2. (May, 1984) pp. 51-59.

Karklins, Karlis. “French Gunflint Manufacture and
the New Edinburgh Encyclopedia.” CJAC, Vol. 29,
No. 1 (February, 1991) pp. 17-19.

Knowles, Sir Francis H.S. and Barnes, Alfred S.
“Manufacture of Gun-Flints” Antiquity, June, 1937
pp- 201-207

Lewis, Berkley R. Small Arms & Ammunition Discusses
gun flint acquisition by the US Ordnance.

Lovett, Edward. “Notice of the gun flint manufactory
at Brandon, with reference to the bearing of its pro-
cesses upon the modes of flint working practised

Blackwoods Magazine, April, 1927. pp. 525-534

Sappington, Robert Lee. “An Annotated Bibliography
of Gunflints.” Northwest Anthropological Research
Notes. Moscow: U. of Idaho, Vol. 12 No. 1, 1978,
pp. 75-108

Seel, Wolfgang. “Flint, Flintenstein, Pierre a Fusil”
D.W.J., Oct. 1981, pp. 1450-1458.

Skertchly, Sidney B.J. [Sidney Barber Josiah] On the
manufacture of gunflints, the methods of excava-
tion for flint, the age of Palaeolithic man and the
connexion between Neolithic art and the gun-flint
trade. Memorial of the Geological Survey England
and Wales. London: HMSO, 1879. Reprinted, with
Introduction by Seymour de Lobiniere, (g.v.)
Bloomfield: Museum Restoration Service, 1984.

in Prehistoric Times. Proceedings of the Society of SMith, Carlyle S. Two 18th century reports on the manu-

Antiquaries of Scotland. No. 21, March, 1887. pp.
206-212.

Mason, H.J. Flint—The Versatile
Cambridgeshire: Providence Press, 1978.

Stone.

facture of gunflints in France, Introduction and
translation by. The Missouri Archaeologist, Vol.
22, (Dec. 1960) pp.40-49. (see under Dolomieu;
Gillet-Laumont).

SKERTCHLY ON THE MANUFACTURE OF GUNFLINTS, ... the methods of excavation for
flint, the age of Palaeolithic man and the connexion between Neolithic art and the gun-flint trade. Memo-
rial of the Geological Survey England and Wales. by S.B.J. Skertchley: With an introduction by Seymour
de Lotbiniere. This is the classic work on the subject. 110 Pages, 116 Illustrations, 10x7 Inches, Hardbound,

& Best Muskat.

or Germany.

hindsight” it is possible to write.

$34.50; NEW—Softcover, $24.50.

In 1879, Sidney B.J. Skertchly wrote what immediately became
and remains today, the definitive study of the manufacture of gunflints
in England. He described and illustrated the tools of the trade and the
techniques of manufacture,. His illustrations include two views in their
actual size, of 36 sizes and patterns of gunflints made in England, France,

Although Skertchly was an excellent reporter of what he saw, he was not as effective as a historian.
In order to put his historical material in perspective, Seymour de Lotbiniere, Britain’s leading authority
on the gunflint and the gunflint making trade, has prepared in introduction which “with over 100 years of

This new printing will be of considerable use to the historian, the archaeologist and all who must

identify gunflints, and the muzzle loading gun user.
REPRINTED BY MUSEUM RESTORATION SERVICE

Mee, Arthur, Suffolk London: Caxton, n.d.

Mitchell, James. “On the Manufacture of Gunflints”
Edinburgh New Philosophical Journal, Vol. 22 Oct.
1836, April, 1837. pp. 36-40.

Moir, J. Reid. Grimes Graves, Weeting, Norfolk. Lon-
don: Ministry of Works, Ancient Monuments and
Historic Buildings. 1951.

Morton, H.V. In Search of England. London: Methuen
& Co. 1927/1931, pp. 251-255

Pinti, Paolo & Paciaroni, Raoul. “Le Pietre per
L’ Arcobuso.” Diana Armi, Jan. 1982, pp 442-445.

Rogerson, Sidney. “The Oldest Industry in the World.”

Smith, Carlyle S. “Identification of French Gun Flints.”
Year Book of the American Philosophical Society,
1961. pp. 419-423.

Warlow, Tom. “Cradle of the Flintlock.” Classic Arms
& Militaria, Vol. XII, No. 4 (2005). pp 44-47 &
Militaria, Vol. XII, No. 4 (2005). pp 44-47

White, Stephen W. “On the Origins of Gunspalls.” His-
torical Archaeology Vol. IX, (1975) pp. 65-73

White, Stephen W. “Gunfints: Their possible signifi-
cance for the Northwest” Calgary: Northwest An-
thropological Research Notes, Vol. 9. pp. 51-69.

White, Stephen W. “The Manufacture of Gunflints.”



Art, Arms and Armour. An International Anthol-
ogy. Chiasso, Switzerland: Acquafresca Editrice,
1979, pp. 400—417.

Wilson, Thomas. Arrowpoints, Spearheads, and Knives
of Prehistoric Times. Washington, 1899. An extract
from the Report of the U.S. National Museum,
1897, pp.811-988. Gunflint making at Brandon is
discussed briefly on page 48, accompanied by three
illustrations of a gunflint maker at Brandon. Re-
printed with new pagination by Skyhorse Pubishing
Inc., NYC, 2007

Witthoft, John. “A History of Gunflints.” 1967 Penn-
sylvania Archaeologist, Vol. XXXVI, No. 1-2,
(1967) pp. 12-49.

Woodward, Arthur. “Some Notes on Gun Flints” Mili-
tary Collector and Historian, Vol. 3, No. 2, (June,
1951, pp. 29-36. Reprinted in The Missouri Archae-
ologist, Vol. 22, (Dec. 1960) pp. 29-39.

Illustrations

Atkinson, J.A. An etching of “A Chalk Pit,” “London
Pub May 1, 1817. W. Brown Hale Cutter & Brown
22 Warwick Street Golden Square” “Drawn &

etched by J.A. Atkinson”

Charles Willet, gunflint manufacturer, (1816-1832)
trade label illustrated by H.L. Blackmore, London
Gunmakers, 1350-1850, p. 202

An engraving, [Tools for cutting gun flints] “Engraved
by H. Anderson.” [Edinburgh Encyclopedia?] Plate
CCLXXXIV

Anon. [A Gunflint Salesman’s Sample Kit (?)] ex Wil-
liam H. Guthman collection, Bonhams &
Butterfields, Sale 14627, Oct. 2006 Lot 34.

“Tools for cutting Gun Flints” Published as the Act
Directs 1819 by Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme, and
Brown, Paternoster Row. Illustration only

* Journal References

JAAS =Journal of the Arms and Armour Society, Lon-
don, England1953 to date.

CJAC = Canadian Journal of Arms Collecting, 1963-
1983; Arms Collecting, Museum Restoration
Srrvice, 1984 to 2004

DWIJ = Deutsches Waffen Journal, Journal Verlag
Schwend, Schwabisch Hall, Germany.
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ARTILLERY FROM IVEROGNE, 1794

The Simcoe Papers, Wolford Hall

The information which follows probably records guns temporarily stored on an island in
the St. Lawrence River pending settlement of the border between United States and

Canada, following the American Revolution.

Point Iverogne has not been located but

may have been the local name for a point on one of the many islands flooded when the
St. Lawrence Seaway was built in the early 1960s. The information is from a document
transcribed for the National Archives — Canada from the Lieut. Governor Simcoe

papers, Wolford Hall, Devonshire, England.

ARTILLERY FROM IVEROGNE

Return of Artillery brought from Point Iverogne to Kingston by order of His Excellency
Governor Simcoe including also the remainder at Point Iverogne both serviceable and

unserviceable.
25th November, 1794.
No. of piece weight of Metal State
and Marks

623 12 Pounder  Serviceable

650 Do. Do.
12 Do. Do.
3 Do. Do.



No. of piece
and Marks
804
9
5
22
797
631
W.P.

16
7

Total 13

Remaining at Point Iverogne
126
345
10
EP.
No Number
811

Total 6

weight of Metal State
Do. Serviceable
Do. Do.
Do. Do.
Do. Do.
Do. Do.
Do. Do.
Do. Do.
Do. Do.
Do. Do.
Do. Do.
Do. Do.
Do. Do.
Dp. Do.
Do. Do.
Do. Do. “

Remaining at Point Iverogne Unserviceable

No. Weight
of the Piece of Metal
and Marks
794 12 Pounders
W.P.
14 Do.
4,028 Do.
402 Do.
4,048 Do.
No Number Do.
Do. Do.
Do 6 Pounder
Do. Do.
Do. Do.
Total 11

Remarks

Honey-combed in 3 places

Do. Cascabel broken off.

Honey-combed and damaged in the Muzzle.
Honey-combed in 3 places.

Muzzle and Cascabel damaged and spiked.
Honey-combed in 5 places.

Damaged in the Muzzle and spiked

The length of two feet broken off the Muzzle.
One Trunnion broken off.

Do.

Ten Inches length broken off the Muzzle.

(Signed) George McLaran,

Kingston, Dec. 5th, 1794. Acting Bomb’r Royal Artillery.
(Signed) Richard Porter,

Captain 60th Reg’t Commanding.



