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THE
PLUG BAYONET

by RonaldA. Pickering

The bayonet has been an important military weapon since
the early part of the 17th century, a period spanning over 350
years, Many fypes have been developed over the years but the
first and original was the Plug Bayonet,

The story of the development of the plug bayonet is there-
fore the story of the invention and the first stage in the evolution
of bayonets generally, While the origin of the idea of adding a
knife or dagger to the muzzle of a flrearm cannot be documented
accurately, there are several very interesting theories which
must be considered, and it Is necesary to examine the tactics
of the day, the possible sources of the idea of appending a dagger
to a firearm, and finally the plug bayonet itself.

During the 16th century, firearms and punpowder were steadlly
improving. Shock weapons such as axes or pikes and even defensive
armour were changing to meet the challenge of these new weapons,
There was the usual debate between commanders of armies; some
struggled to retain the old, while others sought to improve their
fire power by using more of their foot soldiers as musketeers,
However, firearms were still in their infancy amnd there were
several disadvantages in their use. First, muskets had to be
fired very close to their targets to be effective, This permitted
the enemy to move within very short range without too much
fear of being incapacitated, After the muskets were discharged
it was quite simple for the cavalry, and even foot goldiers, to
close in on the defenceless musketeers. Secondly, firearms took
several minutes to reload. There are records to indicate that
sometimes it took fifteen minutes to reload a matchlock, The
musketeer, after discharging his firearm, and finding himself
somewhat at the mercy of his enemies, sought additional protection,

The tactics of the day provided added protectionfor musketeers
by distributing companies of pikemen among the musketeers,
These pikemen, using 16 to 20 foot weapons, formed a bristling
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